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9. Currently the BC and Ontario Liberal parties are engaged in public processes that involve citizens in reviewing their respective provinces’ voting system through public hearings culminating in province-wide referenda on changing the voting system. Do you think these processes are beneficial for BC and Ontario?

10. Do you think that a process like those in BC and Ontario would be useful or beneficial at the national level? 
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Questionnaire





Liberal delegates have been elected under a form of proportional representation (PR) that your party has used for its last two leadership contests. Globally, nearly a hundred countries use PR for some or all of their elections. Each nation, with its own unique geographical and cultural challenges has designed its own form of PR. But all share the basic property of proportionality, that a party’s share of seats in parliament is equal to its share of the popular vote ie. 14% of the vote wins you 14% of the seats. 





Fair Vote Canada, Canada’s national voting reform organization, has followed this leadership contest with considerable interest, examining the effects of proportional representation on the delegate selection process.


Do you support, in principle, the Liberal Party’s use of proportional representation to select convention delegates? If not, what kind of system do you support?


Do you feel that the particular model of PR chosen by your party is the best system for selecting delegates or would you prefer a simpler form of proportional representation?


Thanks to the party’s use of PR, candidates with strong concentrations of support in a single region (such as Scott Brison) or without any strong regional concentrations (such as Martha Hall Finlay) have teams of delegates representing diverse regions. Do you feel that the creation of trans-regional delegate teams has had a positive or negative effect on the contest?


Do you support, in principle, the use of proportional representation in federal elections? If not, what kind of system do you support?


One of the 135 resolutions Liberal members have to option of considering at the up coming convention commits the party to supporting proportional representation at the national level. Do you support this resolution being prioritized as one of the select group to be considered by convention delegates?


If the resolution reaches the floor, do you plan to speak and/or vote in support of it?





Fair Vote Canada was heartened by the Liberal Party’s decision to speak out against the Conservatives’ decision to disband the Law Commission of Canada, which has issued a report supporting proportional representation for federal elections. One of the reasons the Commission supports proportional representation for Canada is because it would remove the advantages awarded regional parties by our current voting system. 


Do you feel that it is beneficial for national unity that our current voting system rewards regional parties and penalizes national parties?


Another related reason the Commission has recommended PR is that national parties, despite winning a substantial share of the vote in a region, may be shut out of winning any seats there. Do you feel that it is beneficial, for instance, for the 219,214 people who voted Liberal in Alberta to have no representation in your caucus while the 177,406 who did so in Nova Scotia have six MPs in your caucus?


Currently the BC and Ontario Liberal parties are engaged in public processes that involve citizens in reviewing their respective provinces’ voting system through public hearings culminating in province-wide referenda on changing the voting system. Do you think these processes are beneficial for BC and Ontario?


Do you think that a process like those in BC and Ontario would be useful or beneficial at the national level? 














